The epibenthos of the backwaters of Tudor creek (Mombasa, Kenya), a mangrovebordered seasonal estuary, was sampled fortnightly with a beam trawl from May 1995 to April 1996. A total of 6396 specimens was collected in 96 tows. Almost 63% of these specimens belonged to 72 species of teleost fish (in 37 families). Penaeid (4 species) and caridean shrimp constituted 27% and 8% of the total catch respectively, while stomatopods and squids were quite rare. At family level, Penaeidae contributed most to the total catch. Gobiidae (15%), Lutjanidae (9%), Plotosidae (9%), Acropomatidae (6%), Gerreidae (5%), and Synodontidae (4%) were the most important fish families. Gobiidae was the most diverse family with 8 species, followed by Apogonidae and Lutjanidae with 5 species each, and Penaeidae with 4 species. Yongeichthys nebulosus (Gobiidae), Penaeus monodon, P. semisulcatus and Metapenaeus monoceros (Penaeidae), Plotosus lineatus (Plotosidae), Lutjanus fulviflamma (Lutjanidae), Acropoma japonicum (Acropomatidae), Gerres oyena (Gerreidae), and Saurida undosquamis (Synodontidae) were the dominant species (each contributed for more than 4% to the total catch).
INTRODUCTION
Tudor creek is located to the Northwest of Mombasa Island, Kenya (4°S, 40°E). It extends some 10 km inland, has a surface of approximately 20 km2 at mean sea level and comprises shallow channels, mudbanks and mangrove forests (WAKWABI & JACCARINI, 1993) . The seasonal pattern of the equatorial currents (the South Equatorial Current and the Equatorial counter Current) across the western Indian Ocean, and the reversing longshore East African Coastal Current together with the monsoon winds (Northeast monsoons in November to March and the Southeast monsoons in April to October), influence the magnitude and velocity of the tidal currents in Tudor creek (NORCONSULT, 1975) and the rainfall seasonality in the region. This influence predetermines the tidal flux, and productivity on Tudor creek (WAKWABI & JACCARINI, 1993) . The creek ( Fig. 1 ) can be divided into three sections: a marine mouth area, the middle creek area, and the upper hinterland end. The mouth area is a deep (ca 30 m) river-like channel with extensive rocky substrata and unvegetated sandy sediments and banks, receiving direct marine influence through tidal fluxing. The upper end is shallow (generally < 1 m) and split into different channels, some ending into river mouths. Three seasonal rivers (Kombeni, Tsatu and Mtsapuni) flow into the creek. This upstream area is bordered with a dense mangrove forest (mostly Rhyzophora mucronata Lamk., and Avicenia marina (Forsk) Vierh.) on extensive silty mudbanks and mudflats. The surface water salinity and temperature here vary seasonally, diurnally and tidally; and the area supports brackish to freshwater species. In the middle area, the creek is not split into different channels. It is on average 1-2 km wide but shallow (< 5 m) except for the deep (> 20 m) mid channel. Tidal influence is greatly reduced, and salinity (34-36 psu), surface water temperature (24-32°C), dissolved oxygen concentration (78-84% saturation) and turbidity (1.5-2.5 m secchi disc depth) are quite different from the respective parameters at the mouth are (i. e. , 35 psu, 25-29 ° C, 92-95% and 3-6 m, respectively) (LITTLE et al. 1988 , WAKWABI & JACCARINI, 1993 . This study focuses on the middle area of the creek, more specifically on two shallow channels with soft silty substrates that are bordered with dense mangrove forests. Its selections was based on earlier observations on the distribution of freshly settled penaeid postlarvae and juveniles: this area was found to be an important nursery area for several species of penaeids andprobably -teleost fish (WAKWABI, 1996) . Research findings have consistently pointed to the important role shallow areas and estuaries play in the early life histories of different marine and brackish organisms (e.g., LAEGDSGAARD & JOHNSON, 1995;  
